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February 9, 2010
For Immediate Release
AmCham Urges Early Scheduling of TIFA Talks
The Chamber writes to Deputy USTR Demetrios Marantis, noting the numerous important issues awaiting bilateral discussion.

The American Chamber of Commerce in Taipei has written to Deputy U.S. Trade Representative Demetrios Marantis, who would lead the U.S. delegation to the next round of Trade and Investment Framework Agreement (TIFA) talks in Taipei, urging the early scheduling of those bilateral trade negotiations. The letter, dated February 5, was signed by the Chamber’s chairman, Alan T. Eusden, and president, Andrea Wu.

In the letter, AmCham expressed its hope “that the recent legislative action in Taiwan on the question of U.S. beef imports, however regrettable, will not cause continued delay in the resumption of TIFA talks.” Although TIFA talks normally take place on an annual basis, they have not been held since mid-2007 because of the dispute over Taiwan’s restrictions on the import of certain types of U.S. beef.

AmCham expressed its hope to Marantis that the issues of beef and TIFA will be de-linked, enabling the United States and Taiwan to move forward to address the numerous other important matters on the bilateral trade and investment agenda.    

Together with the letter, AmCham forwarded briefing materials for USTR’s reference in preparing for the next TIFA round. The letter closed with AmCham’s pledge to continue its efforts to “restore momentum to U.S.-Taiwan economic cooperation and to create an even more robust U.S.-Taiwan economic relationship.” 

For more information, contact:

Ms. Doreen Lee
doreenlee@amcham.com.tw 

(02)2718-8226 ext. 213

Ms. Anita Chen
anitachen@amcham.com.tw 

(02) 2718-8226 ext. 511

中華民國99年2月9日
新聞稿  請立即發布
美國商會致函美貿易副代表
籲儘速召開TIFA會談
台北市美國商會會長余智敦及執行長吳王小珍，於2月5日聯名致函美國貿易副代表馬倫提斯(Demetrios Marantis)，促請美國政府能儘速召開懸宕已久的《貿易暨投資架構協定》(TIFA)會談。台美下一輪TIFA會談若能順利在台北舉行，美方代表團可望由馬倫提斯領軍。
美國商會在函中「對台灣立法院日前修法禁止部分美國牛肉進口的決定表達高度遺憾」，但同時強調，「期盼這個事件不會造成TIFA會談的無限期延宕。」
商會期盼，美牛進口議題與TIFA會談兩件事脫鉤處理，以便美國與台灣能就雙邊經貿投資議題中的其他重要事項，儘速展開討論。
美國商會並藉此機會，將有關下一輪TIFA談判的議題及相關建議送交美國貿易代表署參考。商會在該信函的結語中表達，「將為重燃雙邊經貿合作的動力及強化美台經貿關係而持續努力。」
如需進一步資訊，請洽美國商會新聞聯絡人：
李琬婷      doreenlee@amcham.com.tw 
(02)2718-8226 ext. 213

陳幼臻      anitachen@amcham.com.tw 
(02) 2718-8226 ext. 511
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