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Chairman Eusden, President Ma, Director Young, and distinguished members of AmCham:
Good evening!

It´s my honor and pleasure to be here tonight, and first of all, I want to thank you for inviting me to this wonderful dinner, where we can discuss some ways to work together to make Taipei a better place to live and do business. I would also like to thank you for your generous support of so many city activities, in areas like the economy, education, and more. Everything you do for Taipei is deeply appreciated.
Over the last fifty years, the American Chamber of Commerce in Taipei has also played a significant role as adviser, offering many invaluable suggestions for improving life in the city. And at this point, I would like to congratulate Mr. Eusden on being elected Chairman of AmCham in 2009. I’m sure that under your leadership, AmCham and Taipei can work together even more closely to face the global financial crisis and emerge from it even stronger.
For our part, we’re working hard to secure Taipei’s position in the region. Since opening to regular, direct, cross-strait charter flights, Songshan Airport here in Taipei has quickly become the preferred point of connection with mainland China. And direct two-way flights between Songshan Airport and Tokyo´s Haneda Airport are projected to begin in October 2010. We feel these links will be very helpful in stimulating the city’s development.
Nowadays, Taipei is convenient and comfortable, healthy by any measure. Our infrastructure is advanced, and our culture is rich and diverse. Theses qualities have drawn many world-famous companies to invest in Taipei, leading to a surge of economic development, which we hope to sustain even in this rough economy. We envision a future in which Taipei rises at the center of a vast web of connections among countries throughout Asia and the world. Now, as we go about realizing this vision, I look forward to ever-closer cooperation with you.
Finally, I would like to thank you again for your hospitality extended to me. Please accept my best wishes for your good health, as well as continued success in all your business endeavors. Thank you.
